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C. Environmental Assessment

The National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA) of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et
seq.) requires each Federal agency to
consider the environmental effects of
certain proposed actions. It requires
further that these agencies prepare an
Environmental Impact Statement for
major actions significantly affecting the
quality of the human environment. We
have reviewed the hazcom proposal in
accordance with the requirements of
NEPA, the regulations of the Council on
Environmental Quality (40 CFR part
1500), and the Department of Labor’s
NEPA regulations (29 CFR part 11). As
a result of this review, we determined
that this hazcom proposal would have
no significant environmental impact.

D. Protection of Children From
Environmental Health Risks and Safety
Risks

In accordance with Executive Order
13045, we have evaluated the hazcom
proposal for any potential
environmental health and safety effects
on children and have determined that it
would have no adverse effects on
children.

E. Consultation and Coordination With
Indian Tribal Governments

In accordance with Executive Order
13084, we certify that the hazcom
proposal would not impose substantial
direct compliance costs on Indian tribal
governments. We provided the public,
including Indian tribal governments
which operate mines, the opportunity to
comment on the hazcom proposal and
to participate in the public hearings.

F. Unfunded Mandates

The Unfunded Mandates Reform Act
of 1995 requires Federal agencies to
consider the impact of proposed actions
on State, local, and tribal governments.
The hazcom proposal would impact
about 200 sand and gravel or crushed
stone operations that are run by State,
local, or tribal governments. We have
determined that the hazcom proposal
does not include any Federal mandate
that may result in increased
expenditures by State, local, or tribal
governments of more than $100 million
in the aggregate, or increased
expenditures by the private sector of
more than $100 million. Moreover, we
have determined that the hazcom
proposal does not significantly or
uniquely affect small governments.

I11. Request for Comments

Since we published our hazcom
proposal in 1990, Congress has passed

several legislative mandates and the
President has issued several Executive
Orders affecting the promulgation of
regulations. In addition, we did not
address a mandate that existed in 1990.
With this in mind, we are reopening the
rulemaking record for a limited time to
provide the public an opportunity to
comment on the hazcom proposal’s
economic and environmental impact
and paperwork burden. Allowing time
for additional public comments will not
delay the promulgation of the final rule.

I encourage all interested parties to
take advantage of this opportunity to
provide information and express your
concerns on the specific issues
discussed here. If not responding by
electronic mail, we would appreciate
receiving your comments on a computer
disk along with the original hard copy.
Contact us with any questions about
format.

You can obtain a copy of our hazcom
proposal or PRIA by contacting us at the
address or telephone number provided
at the beginning of this notice.

Dated: March 23, 1999.
Marvin W. Nichols, Jr.,

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Mine Safety
and Health.
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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

40 CFR Part 52
[CA 211-0127b; FRL-6313-5]

Approval and Promulgation of
Implementation Plans; California State
Implementation Plan Revision; El
Dorado County Air Pollution Control
District

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).
ACTION: Proposed rule.

SUMMARY: EPA is proposing to approve
revisions to the California State
Implementation Plan (SIP) which
concern the control of oxides of nitrogen
(NOx) emissions from natural gas-fired
residential water heaters within the EIl
Dorado County Air Pollution Control
District.

The intended effect of proposing
approval of this rule is to regulate NOx
emissions in accordance with the
requirements of the Clean Air Act, as
amended in 1990 (CAA or the Act). In
the final rules Section of this Federal
Register, the EPA is approving the

state’s SIP submittal as a direct final
rule without prior proposal because the
Agency views this as a noncontroversial
revision and anticipates no adverse
comments. A detailed rationale for this
approval is set forth in the direct final
rule. If no adverse comments are
received, no further activity is
contemplated. If EPA receives adverse
comments, the direct final rule will be
withdrawn and all public comments
received will be addressed in a
subsequent final rule based on this
proposed rule. The EPA will not
institute a second comment period. Any
parties interested in commenting should
do so at this time.

DATES: Written comments must be
received by April 29, 1999.

ADDRESSES: Comments should be
addressed to: Andrew Steckel,
Rulemaking Office, AIR-4, Air Division,
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency,
Region IX, 75 Hawthorne Street, San
Francisco, CA 94105-3901.

Copies of the rule and EPA’s
evaluation report of the rule are
available for public inspection at EPA’s
Region 9 office during normal business
hours. Copies of the submitted rule
revisions are also available for
inspection at the following locations:

California Air Resources Board,
Stationary Source Division, Rule
Evaluation Section, 2020 “L" Street,
Sacramento, CA 95812

El Dorado County Environmental
Management Department, Air
Pollution Control District, 2850
Fairlane Court, Placerville, CA 95667

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ed
Addison, Rulemaking Office, AIR-4, Air
Division, U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, Region IX, 75 Hawthorne
Street, San Francisco, CA 94105-3901
Telephone: (415) 744-1160.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
document concerns El Dorado County
Air Pollution Control District’s Rule
239, Natural Gas-fired Residential Water
Heaters, submitted by the California Air
Resources Board to EPA on June 23,
1998. For further information, please see
the information provided in the direct
final action that is located in the rules
section of this Federal Register.

Authority: 42 U.S.C. 7401 et seq.

Dated: March 11, 1999.
Laura Yoshii,
Deputy Regional Administrator, Region IX.
[FR Doc. 99-7669 Filed 3—29-99; 8:45 am]
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